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573 April 21, 1$9» 

TUBKJBY. 

Sanitary report from Constantinople. 
[Reporb No. 214.] 

Constantinople, April 1, 1899. 

Sir: The sanitary news from Bombayisveryalarming. According to 
the official communications from said town, the number of deaths from 
bubonic plague registered during the week ended March 20 was 1,108. 
The viceroy of India has wired to ihe British ambassador in this town 
that plague has made its appearance at Serau, in Bengal, as well as 
in Norha. I must state that the International Sanitary Commission does 
its best to protect the Turkish Empire, and, as a consequence, Europe, 
against such an evil, but I do not know whether it will succeed or not 
in its efforts. 

Bubonic plague has already made its appearance in Djiddah as I 
have already reported, and since its first outbreak, on February 23, 
51 bubonic plague deaths have been registered. I have already reported 
that said disease has not been imported through the pilgrims coming 
by steamships and undergoing their quarantine and disinfection at 
Camaran. I report the following statements which are fresh arguments 
proving the fact : Colonel Artamanoff, a Eussian officer, who proceeded 
to Abyssinia on mission to the King Menelik, has received the order to 
proceed to the places where bubonic plague broke out and report on 
said outbreak. He has made a comparison between the different 
lazarettos of the Indian Ocean and Bed Sea and his impressions are not 
very favorable for the quarantine at Aden. On the contrary, he states 
that the lazaretto of Camaran is one upon which we can perfectly rely, 
where no sanitary smuggling can take place. His impressions On 
Djiddah are rather discouraging. Sanitary smuggling is going on 
continuously and without interruption. The Eussian sanitary commis- 
sions which communicated said statement to the International Sanitary 
Commission have promised a copy of the whole report that Colonel 
Artamanoff will forward to his government, and I hope then to be able 
to forward said report to the Department. 

At the present I have the honor to forward : 

First. A French copy of the resolution taken by the International 
Sanitary Commission on account of the sanitary steps to be taken in 
case plague should spread all over the Hedjaz. 

Second. A French copy of the verbal note by which the Ottoman 
Government announces that he ratifies the sanitary convention of Venice 
of 1897, as well as a copy.of the communication of the Ottoman Gov- 
ernment concerning said ratification. 

Third. A French copy of a communication of the British sanitary 
commission concerning the sanitary service of the island of Crete. 

Fourth. A French copy of the notice by which the Camaran lazaretto 
commission invites the International Sanitary Commission, as well as 
the Ottoman Government, to appoint the experts who have to examine 
and receive the machines installed as well as the constructions of said 
lazaretto. 

Fifth. A French copy of the dispatch that Dr. Cozzonis, the inspector- 
general of the Ottoman service, has forwarded from Djiddah, where he 
proceeded in order to survey the sanitary steps taken in order to check 
the spread of the epidemic. 
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During the fortnight from March 13 to March 27, 576 deaths have 
been registered in Constantinople, Of these, 10 were from diphtheria, 
10 from measles, 16 from smallpox, 18 from typhoid fever, and 78 from 
acute inflammation of the respiratory apparatus. 

Spiridion C. Zavitziano, . 
U. 8. Sanitary Commissioner. 

Telegram of the inspector-general at Djiddah. 

[Inclosure No. 1.1 

Djiddah, March HO, 1899. 
Four plague deaths yesterday ; 8 to-day. Four plague attacks reported. After con- 
sultation with the notables of the town and all the physicians, have decided that pil- 
grims to Mecca may remain in Djiddah only twenty-four hours. Sick pilgrims shall be 
cared for here. Quarters of the city divided among the physicians. Female attendant 
appointed to examine female patients and bodies. Arrangements made for house inspec- 
tion, care of sick, and incineration of effects. Families shall be removed from infected 
houses, and said houses shall be closed forty days. Plague hospital shall be provided. 
Special place for interments. Graves 2 picks deep. Water used in washing bodies dis- 
infected. For the past four days a hot desert wind has been blowing. 

Cozzonis. 

Verbal note of the Sublime Porte, addressed to the Italian embassy, dated March 18, 1899. 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 

In response to the note addressed to him, February 3, by His Majesty the King of 
Italy, the minister of foreign affairs has the honor to inform His Majesty that the Sub- 
lime Porte ratines the Venice Convention of 1897 under the four reservations formu- 
lated by the sanitary administration of Constantinople, which reservations limited its 
adhesion to the Sanitary Convention of Paris. 

It also declares that no attempt shall be made to interfere with the pious intentions of 
Mussulmen who desire to accomplish the pilgrimage. Any irregularity which could 
prejudice their interest in any way shall be carefully avoided. 

The Imperial Government will increase the quarantine of twelve days prescribed by 
the convention when judged necessary. 

The minister of foreign affairs begs the Italian ambassador to inform His Majesty the 
King of Italy that under the conditions named the Sublime Porte ratifies the Venice 
Convention. 

Communication made by the English delegate, March SI, 1899. 

[Inclosure No. 3.] 

I have been directed by his excellency the ambassador of her Britannic Majesty to 
inform the council that Lord Salisbury is of opinion that the nomination of the sanitary 
physician at Candia should be arranged between the Government of Crete and the 
Constantinople board of health. The high commissioner of the island of Crete informs 
the British consul-general at Crete that he will have no objection to the nomination 
being made by the board of health, provided the nominee be a native Cretan. 

FOREIGN STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Bahamas — Governors Harbor. — Two weeks ended April 8, 1899. 
Estimated population, 1,500. Total number of deaths, 2. No con- 
tagious diseases. 

Green Turtle Gay. — Two weeks ended April 6, 1899. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 3,900. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Nassau. — Two weeks ended April 12, 1899. Estimated population, 
11,000. Total number of deaths not reported. No contagious diseases 
reported. 



